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{Submit inIviplicate) Feer §$150.00
PETYTION

TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF THE TOWN OF AURORA, NEW YORIK
TO: THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF AU RORA, NEW YORK

Pursuant to Article IX of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Aurora, the undersipned owner(s) and petitioner(s)
hereby xequest that the Zoning Map of the Town of Aurors, be amended as follows:

I Conor W, Schneider
Name (First) (Middte Tnitial) (Lasi)

2. Loontion of property to bs rezoned; 397 0ld Glenwood Road, West Falls, NY 14170
198.01-3-13

3. Ares, in square feet, of the property to be rezaned: 0.87 Acres / 37,897 sq. ft.

Iimension of the property to be resoned: _464.90' X 141.97' x 502.63'

4. Ifthe potitionar is not the owner of the properly:
N/A,

" Owner's Name and Address

Cwier’s Nome snd Agllpess

What is the Interest of the pelitioner in the proposed rezouing?

Commerical use desired to reopen the West Falls Depot for public use,
See attached for more information.

3. Petitioner understands and agrees to furnigh any of the following if requested by the Town Board or its
egoncies: An socurnte survey map prepared by a licensed surveyor showing all dimensions, including interior
angles or bearing of lines, and the location, proposed use and height ofall buildings; tacation of all parking and
truck londing areas, with access and egress drives thereto; location of outdoor storage, if any; loeation of all
existing or proposed site improvements, including drains, eulverts, relaining walls and fences; description of
methad of sewage disposal and locaden of such failities; location and size of alf signs; Jocation and proposed

development of buffer arens; location and design of lighting facitities; and the amount of byildi ng aren proposed
Tor retsil seles, if any. :

6. Adlach the logal description of the property to be rezoned,

7. Present zoning classification of the properiy: R-1
8. Proposed zoning elassification of the property: G -
9. Present use of the property: Vacant Historic Train Station / Under Restoration

10. Proposed use of the property: Restored mix-use museum, leasable commercial space,
and upstairs studio rental unit




11, Reacription afyses on all adinsent properties and a ganaral deacription of the type of
neighborhood In whioh the subjeat praperty i loeated; Primarly R-1 residential.

R-1 and A, rlcultut:gl alony }ﬂ,ﬁf} §ide of Old Glenwood Road

RR along east side of Old Glenweod Road / wesl 3/de of el

Re2on east odo of rairod Fwesf S of Davis Road

12, Namos and Addressen of Qwnorm of Abatiing Propartiss:
L M Diher 8 Cypthla 5, Pifher 1739 Deviskoad -
% 2nyan 8. Hitcheock & Kelly Hitchcock - 1745 Davis Road —

3 Seneses & Ryoming Raliroad lnc. - immediatoly adjacant {o westery edge of properly
4, Marissa A, Vincent & Robert Wodzinsk| - 1707 Davis Road . S
j Dorothy J. Doty - 1756 Davls Road ‘ _ B - T
5, .Johin ti. Herbst & Gtacy L. Herbst- 1603 Davis Road ™" - -

7, Joseph J. DiPasquale & Tanya L. Zabinski - 357 Old Glenwood Road

13 Additienal information which the petitioner betlaves will assist the Town Board in it
aanslderation of his requeat for rozoning: See attached documentation.

14, Patitioner(s) acknowledge that pryment of the application fee is for administrative aned
adveriising exponse to the Town as 4 result of this application and in e way relates lo either
approval or disapproval of the application g i

Dato: September 24, 2024

- 4
(Signature of Qwner)

STATHEQENEWYORK |

COUNTY QF BRIE } 85
On this 24th day ol _September — personally appeared before me
Conor W, Schneider 249 Old Glenwood Rd, West Falls, NY 14170
(Name) {Address)

the petitioner, to me known to be the same person desctibed in and who signed and exscuted the
forgoing petition and who duly acknowledged to me the execution of the same for the purpose therein

mentioned, N
iy Kbl R

Reg. #01MI6128663
Notary Public, State of New York
Quaiified in Erie County
Commission Expires June 13, 202250




8 7

"5.00;

4

8

7————_ — —u

ROAD

{DTH VARIES )

o490
& 7 W

(ALSO KNG AS MAIN STREET)

OLD GLENWOCD

~—EAST LINE OF LOT 58

FOUND
O,
oN Ly
bedE | |

[ I NG IRENG JIT OHL| FOWHDAT PROFERTY UORNERE UNLESES NOIED HEREQN)

2
9
[

509 Maln Slreot, PO, Box 518, East ALrora, NY 14052
P (716} 4551080 ({716} GRE-106% wwwnussclarkesearm

Thia Ewvoy wan pml;mdwnuumnmuwnn Unzurlborizin) ployalons. of 1idilkons 1o ur surviry, ding,|
sbENOEL b1 6l o aéavnw o saysledanfisals | vesipn, apnnifntion, pin orrepat I ambnnur{aml
Tulram o1 exnmik Bhacalon Ly,

ofER & o,

‘&q‘?’)
b E=:3

2
AL B )4
%%6 &

Ssr. ond g\o

by ANO gut!

208, Do vbon 2 of s M Yash Staly
BOUNDARY SURVEY )
397 OLD GLENWOOD ROAD /4 y
Part of Lot 58, Township 9, Range & gy
Holland Land Cormpany's Survey /ﬁwﬁ ﬂ' /ﬂ
Tewn of Augtra

County of Etlg, State of Now York
Date of Survey: 10/11/2022 Scala;1"=40"  Profect No,: 2208-0658




Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project Information

Instructions for Completing

Part 1~ Projeet laformation, The applicant or project sponsor is vesponsible for the completion of Purt 1, Responses become part of the
application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification. Complete Part 1 based on

information cutrently available, 17 additional research or investigation would be needed (o fuily respond to any item, please answer as
thoroughly as possible based on current information.

Complete all items in Pare 1. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item.

Part 1 - Project and Spoasor Information
Rezoning Application af 8¢7 Old Glenwood Road - West Falls Depot
Mame of Actlon or Project;
West Falls Depot
Project Location (describe, and attach a location map);
807 Old Glanwoot Road, West Falls, NY 14170 (SBL 199.01-3-19)
Brief Deseription of Proposed Action:

The praposed actlen alms o rezone the 0.87-acre parcel contalning the historic West Falls Depot from R-1 {Resldential) to C-1 (Commercial) to
support its restoration and return to pubdic use, honoring its original function as e community-serving traln station, This rezoning lswill enable the

dapot's transfarmation Into a vibrant mixed-use facility, featuring a community and rallroad heritage museum, leasabla commerclal space, and a studia
apariment tentel, reconnecting it with the community whits preserving Its histerical Importance.

Name of’ Applicant or Sponsor: Telep
Cohor W, Bchneldsr FMaz .
Address:
249 Qld Glenwood Road
City/PO: ) ‘ State: Zip Code:
Wost Falis NY 14170
1. Does the proposed action only involve the fegislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance, NO YES
administrative rule, or regulation?
If Yes, attach a narmative description of the injent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that I:[ IZ]
may be affecied in the municipality and proceed to Part 2. 1f ho, continue to question 2.
2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency? NO YES
17" Yes, list ageney(s) name and permit or approval: l:l
3. a. Total acreage of the sile of the proposed action? 0.87 acres
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed? 0 acres
c. Total acreage {project site and any contiguous praperties) owned
or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor? 0.87 acres

4. Cheek all land uses thet oceur on, are adjoining or near the propesed action:
{ Jurban [f] Rural (non-agriculure) ] Indusirial [0 Commercial [Z] Residential (suburban)

[ vorest 1 Agriculture [C] Aquatic 7] Othor(Specify); Former raliroac converted to recreational trall
] Parkland

Page | of 3 SEAF 2019



E Is the proposed action,

a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

N/A

b, Consistent with the adapted comprehensive plan?

HNE

8. a.  Will the proposed action result in a substantial incrense in traffic above present levels?
b Are public transportation services available at or neer the site of the proposed action?

¢.  Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or nenr the site of the proposed
aclion?

YES

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape?

7. Isthesite of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state Tisted Critical Environmentn) Arsa? YES

If Yes, identify: D
YES

9. Daes the proposed action meet or exceed the siate energy code requirements?

Ifthe proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:

LN R 5113”5

[]

10. Wil the proposed action connect to an existing public/privaie water supply?

which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the
Commissioner of the NYS Oftice of Parks, Recreation and Histori¢ Preservation o be eligible for listing on the
State Register of Historic Places?

The Depot has been detarmined ta be eligible and application to list it on the Natlonal Register is In process.

b. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for
archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archasological site inventory?

| NO | YES

IfNo, deseribe method for providing potable water: ~ I:' .

t1. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastowater utilities? NO | YES
IfNo, describe method for providing wastewater treatment:

12, a, Does the project site contain, or is il substantially contiguous (o, a building, archaeological site, or district NO | YES

13. a. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or ather waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?

b. Would the proposed action physically aller, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?

If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of allerations in square feet or acres:

YES

L

Page 2 of 3



(14,1 dentify the typical habitat types that occwr on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that apply:
[Mshoreline [T Forest [] Agricultural/grassiands [ Early mid-successional
CIwetland [ Urban [Z] Suburban

15, Does the site of the proposed action contain any 8pecies of animal, or associated habltats, listed by the State or
Foderal government as threatened or endangered?

16. 13 the project site Tocated in the 100-yeur flood plan?

If Yes,

If Yes, briefly describe;

17, Will the proposed action crente storm water discharge, elther fiom point or ron-point soyrces?

a,  WIll storm water discharges flow to adjacent propertics? I:] D
b, Wil storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance Systemns (tunoft and storm draing)? D

or other liquids {e.g., tetention po

18, Does the proposed action Inelude construction or other activities that would result in the impoundment of waier | NO

If Yes, explain the purpose and size of the impoundment;

nd, waste lagoon, dam)?

management {aciliey?
If Yes, describes

19, Has the site of the proposed action or an adjolning property been the location of an aetive or closed solid waste NO | YES

completed) for hazardous waste?
I"Yes, describe:

20.Has the site of the proposed action or an adj oining property been the subject of remediation {ongoing or NO | YES

1] ]

1 CERTIFY THAT THE INT
MY KNOWLEDGE

ORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF

Applicant/spongpring 1e17 GGV, Schneider ' Date: 05/24/2024
Signature: ) Titla:
PRINT FORM | Page 3 of 3



WEST FALLS DEPOT

Rezoning Application

THE BUFFALO, ROCHESTER & PITTSBURGH RAILWAY:
WEST FALLS FREIGHT AND PASSENGER STATION

Conor W, Schneider

September 24, 2024




Summary of NY Forward Grant Application and Requested Rezoning

As part of the NY Forward Grant process, the proposed project seeks to restore and adaptively rense the
historic West Falls Depot, ensuring that it once again serves as o public space for the com munity. To achieve
this vision and allow full public access to the property, a rezoning from R-1 (Residential) to C-1
(Commercial) is necessary. Thig change will enable the depot to funetion as a mixed-use space, including
its role as a community and railroad heritage museum, a leasable small commercial or retail space, and
offering an apartmont/rental ynit along the developing Erie Cattaraugus Rail Trail, thereby, revitalizing boih
the site and the surrounding arca while preserving its historical significance.

1. Existing Conditions:

©  Historical Background: Built iy 1917 by the Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh Railway,
the West Fails Depot operated as a passenger and freight station until 1955, Afer it
closure, it was partially demolished by mistake hefore being sold to Christian Nagel, who
convetted it into a private residence, In 1988, Terry Sprague purchased the depot with plans
for restoration, but external challenges prevented the project’s completion. In 2022, 1

became involved and eventually purchased the property with the goal of preserving and
restoring this historic asset.

¢ Current Conditions: The exterior of the depot is largely intact and closely resembles its
original specifications, The interior of the depot has been recently stripped of its last
remaining 1960s modifications and remains unrestored. This project is essential for the

use community center and reopening its doots to the public for the Fis time in 70 years,
This project wili preserve local history and be a catalyst for future economic growth by
providing a venue for commercial and recreational opportunities through its connection to
the greater West Fallg community through the adjacent Erie Cattaraugus Rail Trail,

2. NY Forward Project Description:

* Historical Significance and Future Role: The West Falls Depot was once a hub of
transportation and commerce that fueled economic growth in the area. The project
envisions restoring this important historical site and transforming it into a space that
celebrates local heritage while contributing to the comm unity’s future,

*  Mixed-Use Concept: The depot will serve as a heritage museum, a leasable commercial
space for local business {e.g., café or shop), and an upstairs studio apartment rental,
providing a recreational stop along the developing Erie Cattaraugus Rail Trail.

e Restoration Details:

o Strectural Upgrades: Lift the building to replace aging wooden ground supports
and excavate 9 concrete foundation, effectively doubling the building’s wsable
space and accommodating modern utiljties,

o Interior Restoration: Convert the upstairs info a studio-style rental unit, Restore
the waiting room and agent’s office to their original specifications, creating a livin g
museum that edvcates visitors on the depot’s historical significance.

o Commercial Development: Transform the baggage room and outdoor 300° brick

platform into a leasable commereial space for cafes, bakeries, or similar operations
for other comm unity gatherings,




o Site Enhancements: Reinstall the original brick platform, railroad tracks, and
landscape street-side hill to spell “West Falls” in white lettering, reminiscent of the
original BR&P style. Install period-appropriate harp-lamps along the platform and
reconnect sidewalks to Old Glenwood Road and Davis Road,

o Historical Artifacts: Plans to acquire and display a BR&P Bobber Caboose from
the Western New York Railway Historical Society, enhancing the historical
ambiance, making the depot an educational resource for both locals and visitors,

3. Rezoning Request Rationale:

As part of the NY Forward Grant process, the proposed rezoning of the West Falls Depot
from R-1 (Residential) to C-1 (Commercial) is critical to restore public access and aliow
the depot to fulfill its original purpose of serving the community. Under the curtrent R-1
zoning, the depot’s potential is severely limited, restricting public access to a property that
was historically the lifeblood of the hemlet, engaging in interstate commerce ag a key
transportation hub for goods and people. The depot was built to serve the public, and

rezoning it to C-1 is a logical step o testore its historical function as a community and
commercial center,

R-1 zoning does not accommodate the types of public-facing activities and commetcial
uses required to unlock the depot’s potential as a mixed-use space. Given the depot’s past
role in facilitating commerce and its critical importance to the economic and social fabric
of West Falls, it is only fitting that its former commercial role be recognized by rezoning
it to C-1. The C-1 designation aligns with the project’s vision, as it is intended for
community-oriented commercial spaces that have minimal impact on residentjal
neighborhoods, and it allows a range of small-scale commercial, cultural, and service-
oriented uses, This includes professional offices, cafes, refail stores, and community

centers—perfectly suited to the depot’s planned transformation info a heritage museym,
short-term rental, and local commiercial venue,

Moreover, C-1 zoning, as outlined in § 116-8.7, allows for modest-sized commercial
buildings (under 5,000 square feet) and a variety of permitted and special-use businesses
that would enable the depot to thrive as a community hub without ovetwhelming the
surrounding residential area, By allowitig uses such as cafes, tourism-related shops, and
community spaces, C-1 zoning supports the depot’s adaptive reuse and ensures it can serve
as an accessible and vibrant part of West Falls, reconnecting the community with both its
historical roots and future opportunities for growth and engagement.




CI

WesTt Faris Depot

397 Old Glenwood Road | West 1¥alls, New York 144] 70

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Historic Photos of the Depot from the 1920s, included to demonstrate desired original appearance,

Original blueprints and site plans, included to demonstrate desired original appearance,
Proposed Site Plan, with illustrative examples of certain improveents.

Draft NY Forward Renderings of Fxisting & Proposed Conditions.




A, Historic Photos of the Depot from the 1920,
appearance,

included to demonstrate desired original
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Otriginal blueprints and site plans
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with illustrative examples of certain improvements

Proposed Site Plan,

C.
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Fence to be re«Installed

Traln Order Semaphore to be re-installed

LT

Brick Platfarm to be re-Installed

-

Qrorarn Page N
FRESENGLI ST A0 09ps
\{ L .

J’

BR&P Harp-lamps
tobeinstalied, s
shown at Orchard
Park Depot
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SO ety

s s,
EREE L

BR&P lattering to be
Instailed on sida hill,
spelling out "WEST FALLS”
as shown at Springviile
Depat

BR&P Bohber Caboose (left) to be
acquired from WNYRHS and
restored, as shown passing West
Falls Depot (below)

12



Ralls to be re-installed next to

depot for display of BR&P Bobber
Caboose

Culvert to be connected with
NYSDOT pipe and covered

13



D. Draft NY Forward Renderings of Existing & Proposed Conditions
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