
Town Supervisor James J. Bach, Ed Adams, Bill Adams, Erie County Legislator Joseph C. Lorigo and Aurora Town Historian 

and Historical Society Director Robert Lowell Goller display the musket of Revolutionary War veteran Joel Adams, who was 

one of Auroraôs first settlers. The musket, donated in March by members of the Adams family, is on exhibit in the Aurora His-

tory Museum at the Southside Municipal Center. Joel Adams, who served in the Revolutionary War, and his three sons were 

among a handful of pioneers to purchase land in Aurora in 1804.  
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Since October 2012, the Historian has also served as the director of the Aurora Historical Society. While the positions 

are separate and unique, both the Town Historianôs Office and the Historical Society have similar missions. In short, the 

Historical Society generally maintains the communityôs museums and artifacts; the Town Historianôs Office maintains 

paper records, photographs and other related archives and operates the Town Archives in order to make these files acces-

sible to the public. Part of the missions of both the Historical Society and the Town Historian is to promote the history of 

the Town of Aurora and Village of East Aurora. While the missions of both positionsðHistorian and Historical Society 

directorðsometimes overlap, the hours during the workweek are separate. Generally, office hours for the Town Histori-

an have continued to be on Fridays, when I work on filing, email and requests for information, as well as assist visitors 

to the office. However, I work on Historian duties at other times, when necessary, since there is generally not enough 

time to complete all the duties on Fridays. 

 

This report highlights the activities of the Town Historianôs Office. The extensive activities of the Aurora Historical So-

ciety, including those at the Elbert Hubbard Roycroft Museum and the Millard Fillmore Presidential Site, are not neces-

sarily included in this report, but will be included in a separate report from the Aurora Historical Society. 

 

The Archives 
One of the main functions of the Historianôs Office is to assist residents with historical research. The archives and muse-

um are open each Friday (excluding holidays) from 1-4 p.m.  

 

The office once again saw a dramatic increase in the number of visits over the previous year: 

 

      2012  2013  2014 

 

  Visitors    157   189   253 

 

These visits represent both Friday afternoon office hours and special appointments. The number of visitsð253ðis by 

far the largest number we have received since I was appointed Historian in 2007. As has always been the case, most re-

search requests involve genealogy and house histories, but other office visits this year included assisting an attorney with 

research related to a legal proceeding; assisting members of the villageôs Historic Preservation Board with research relat-

ed to local buildings and homes; responding to media interview requests related to various aspects of local history; as-

sisting Buffalo Bites Food Tours with information for a new walking tour they are now presenting in East Aurora; and 

assisting students with their research projects, including one college student who was completing her project on the his-

tory of the Price family of Fisher-Price; another who is completing his doctoral dissertation on Elbert Hubbard and the 

Roycroft Movement in East Aurora; and yet another college student who completed a research paper on an East Aurora 

religious movement. In addition, we also helped a citizen seeking information about a potential future burial in Pioneer 

Cemetery. 

 

In addition to in-office visits, we also continue to respond to requests via email and U.S. Mail. The number of requests in 

2014 was down over the previous year, but up from 2012. For reasons unknown, this statistic has traditionally been in-

consistent from year to year. 

      2012  2013  2014 

 

  Requests for information   51   112    75 

  via email or U.S. Mail     
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The Town Clerkôs Office and I continue to work closely to assist with requests, as New York State Health Department 

regulations place responsibility for Vital Statistics records with the Town Clerk and the Town Historian oversees obitu-

aries, cemetery burial lists, newspaper files, family histories and other similar records. We also continue to work closely 

withðand take referrals fromðthe Aurora Town Public Library, where some members of the public begin their re-

search.  

 

Due to time constraints, the volunteers and I do not personally conduct genealogical research unless the information re-

quested is easily accessible and brief. Much like a public library, the Historianôs Office is open for citizens to conduct 

their own research and we do our best to assist them in locating the information they need. 

 

Because the staff of the Town Historianôs Office is extremely limited (a very part-time Town Historian), the office relies 

heavily on the generosity of volunteers. Nancy DeWitt volunteered nearly 100 hours during the year. A college student 

volunteered his time over the summer to help us scan photographs. Thanks to these volunteers, we have been able to 

make a great deal of progress on several projects that have been on the back burner.  

 

Some of these projects included: 

 

ðAn update to the digital catalogue and additional archives converted to a digital format. 

 

ðThe cataloguing and proper storage of the vast collection of maps. (All the maps are now stored in acid-free sleeves 

and catalogued properly for easy access.) 

 

 ðRearrangement of the furniture in the archives area to use the space more efficiently. A new double-sided bookshelf, 

from the public library, has made a big difference. 
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