Town Supervisor James J. Bach, Ed Adams, Bi I | Adams, E
and Historical Society Director Robert Lowell Goll er d
one of Auroradés first settlers. The musket, donated in
tory Museum at the Southside Municiopal Center. Joel Ad
among a handf ul of pioneers to purchase | and in Auror a

Annual Report of the Historian
2014

Town of Aurora and Village of East Aurora, New York

Robert Lowel |
Hi st ori an




fo *‘—.-‘}
L ]uumbt !
JAU)

o N)’ |

OFFICE OF

THE TOWN HISTORIAN
Town of Aurora & Viillage of East Aurora, New York

13 January 2015

Town Supervisor James J. Bach
The Southside Municipal Center
300 Gleed Avenue

East Aurora, New York 14052

Mayor Allan A. Kasprzak
East Aurora Village Hall

571 Main Street

East Aurora, New York 14052

Mr. Supervisor and Mr. Mayor:

Pursuant to Section 57.07 the New York State Arts and Cultural Affairs Law, which requires the
Historian to file an annual report each January with his or her appointing officer and the State
Historian, please find on the following pages my annual report for 2014.

I never take my appointment for granted, so I thank you for your continued confidence. It is an
honor and a privilege to serve the community as Historian. As always, if you ever have any
questions or concerns please feel free to contact me or visit the Historian’s Office at any time. My
regular office hours are 1-4 p.m. on Fridays, but I am always available.

Sincerely Yours,
liobert Lowell Gollir j\
Town Historian

cc: New York State Historian Robert Weible; Members of the East Aurora Village Board; Members of the Aurora
Town Board; Village Administrator Bryan R. Gazda; Susan McBurney, President of the Aurora Historical Society;
Town Clerk Martha Librock; Village Clerk Joyce Jezewski; Erie County Legislator Joseph Lorigo; Erie County
Historian Douglas Kohler.

The Southside Municipal Center, 300 Gleed Avenue, East Aurora, New York 14052
www.townofaurora.com/departments/historian historian@townofaurora.com 716-652-7944
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Since October 2012, the Historian has al so served a:c
are separate and unique, both the Town Historiands O
Hi storical Society generally maintains the community
paper records, photographs and other related archive
sible to the public. Part of the missions of both th
the Town of Aurora and Village of BddtstAuri ama .anWh iHli e
dirédsometi mes overlap, the hours during the wor kweek
an have continued to be on Fridays, when | work on f
to the office. However , I work on Historian duties
time to complete all the duties on Fridays.

This report highlights the activities of the Town Hi
ciety, including those at the EIl bert Hubbard Roycrof
sarily included in this report, but wil/ be included
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of the main functions of the Hi storianbs Office

re open each Fridaty p.em.cluding holidays) from 1
of fice once again saw a dramatic increase in the
2012 2013 2014

Visitors 157 189 253
e visits represent both Friday afternoodn2 583 §i bwg
the | argest number we have received since | was
ch requests involve geneal ogy and house historie
arch related to a | egal proceeding; assisting me
o |l ocal buil dings and homes; responding to medi e
ing Buffalo Bites Food Tours with information fo
sting students with their research projects, 1inc
of the PrRrciecd;amnot hodfr Fwhsch eirs compl eting his d
roft Movement in East Auror a; and yet another <co
gi ous movement . In addition, we also helped a ci
tery.
ddi-d fi foinceé oviisi t s, we al so continue to respond to
was down over the previous year, but up from 2C¢C
istent from year to year.

2012 2013 2014
Requests for i5nf or maildn 75

via email or u. S. Mai |
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The Town Clerkdés Office and | continue to work cl ose
regul ations place responsibility for Vital Statistic
aries, cemetery burial l i st s, newspaper files, f ami |
widdnd take rdafher rAaulrsorfar oflomwn Public Library, wher e
search.

ue to time constraints, the volunteers and | do not
guested is easily accessible and brief. Much | ike a
their own research and we do our best to assist them
Because the staff of the Town Histomeaméwn OHf steri an
heavily on the generosity of volunteers. Nancy DeWit
volunteered his time over the summer to help us sca
make a great deal of progress on sever al projects th
Some of these projects included:

0An update to the digital catalogue and additional a
0The cataloguing and proper storage of t he -fvraeset scloelelv
and catal ogued properly for easy access.)
O0Rearrangement of the furniture in the ar-shidedsbabka
from the public |ibrary, has made a big difference.



